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OBJECT OF THE WOMAN’S PARTY 


The object of this organization shall be 

to secure for women complete equality 

with men under the law and in all human 
relationships. 


THE LUCRETIA MOTT AMENDMENT 
“Men and women shall have Equal Rights 
throughout the United States and every 
place subject to its jurisdiction.” 


“Congress shall have power to enforce 


this article by appropriate legislation.” 


{Senate Joint Resolution Number 52] 
[House Joint Resolution No. 55] 


Introduced in the Senate June 4, 1929, 
by GERALD P. Nyp, North Dakota. 
Introduced in the House Apri] 25, 1929, 
by REPRESENTATIVES FRepeRIcK W. MAGRADY 
Pennsylvania. 


Equal Rights 


A Milestone in Human Progress 


HE First Conference of the Inter-American Commission of Women, held 
[nm Havana, Cuba, February 17 to 24, 1930, is one of those occasions that 

will go down in history as marking an epoch in the relations of human 
beings. 

For the first time in the world women, as formally appointed representa- 
tives of their various governments, have met together to discuss their own 
status under the law and to draw up recommendations looking toward equality 
of rights between the two sexes. 

It is an occasion unequaled in the annals of mankind and may well predi- 
cate similar gatherings on an even more magnificent scale. 

If the women of the Western Hemisphere can meet together to discuss 
their status under the law, and quite obviously they can, why should not 
women representing all the governments of both the Eastern and Western 
Hemisphere meet together for the same purpose? 

We perceive behind the dark curtain of the future not only hands across 
the sea, but hands linked together around the whole wide world, hands that 
clasp one another in a union that cannot be broken, in a union of common 
interest, of sisterhood and love. 


: Does Uncle Sam Play Fair ? 


NDER the caption, “Does Uncle Sam Play Fair With American 

Women?” the New York Evening World of February 21, 1930, com- 

ments at some lengths on Doris Stevens’ inaugural address before the 
First Conference of the Inter-American Commission of Women, which appears 
on the next page of this issue. The comment is so pertinent and so rich in 
interesting facts that we present it herewith, in lieu of an editorial of our 
own, to our readers: “The first impatient mental reaction of many who read 
Miss Stevens’ plea will be this: ‘But women already have equality!’ 

“Have they? Not always—not yet. 

“We have been surprised and irritated by some statistics just brought to 
our notice of how Uncle Sam, in the role of employer, behaves toward his 
nieces. Clearly, there exists ‘the necessity of establishing equality between 
men and women,’ in the opportunity open to them in the Federal service. 
Clearly, women at present do not enjoy equality of opportunity here. 

“For, under the law, a Federal bureau head can ask for a man employe, 
even though a woman candidate for the office may have a much higher civil 
service rating. A Federal bureau head not only can, but does, ask for a man, 
in what seems a preposterously large number of cases. During the fiscal 
year of 1928, out of 1,013 appointments to professional and scientific positions 
under Federal civil service, only 47 were women! 

“Is that a situation reflecting ‘equality between men and women?’ And 
it is not a situation which can be explained away by saying that women do 
not make good as Federal civil service employes. One-half of the 60,000 of 
such employes in Washington are women. 

“Furthermore, women so employed have proved that—given the oppor- 
tunity—they have the capacity to rise. | 

“Miss Jessie Dell, one of the $9,000 members of the Civil Service Commis- 
sion and the highest paid woman in Uncle Sam’s employ, was once a War 
Department clerk. 

“Miss Anabel Matthews, recently appointed by President Hoover as the 
first woman on the United States Board of Tax Appeals, entered the Treasury 
as a file clerk fifteen years ago. 

“Miss Ruth B. Shipley, now chief of the Passport Division, worked four- 
teen years in the State Department. 

“Mrs. A. , Keyser, who has served as temporary head of the Steamboat 
Inspection Service and is administrative assistant to the Supervising Inspector 
General, rose from the position of stenographer. 

“Women, it seems obvious, will make good in public as in private service— 
if they are given the chance. But how much chance are they given, if men 
chiefs are allowed to select men subordinates on the ground of their sex, even 
though they are outranked by the other sex? Uncle Sam seems to be among 
the employers who could profit by a reading of the standards of employment 
for wage-earning women urged in the name of health and efficiency by the 
Women’s Bureau of the Department of Labor. The first two of these standards 
are as follows: 

“Real opportunity for employment and advancement. 

“Adequate wage based on occupation and not on sex.” 
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Inter-American Commission Holds Conference 


American Commission of Women, 
which was created by the Sixth Pan- 
American Congress, February 18, 1928, 
opened its sessions on February 17, 1930, 
in the Law Building of Havana Univer- 
sity, Havana, Cuba. 
Opening the conference, Doris Stevens, 
Commissioner from the United States and 
chairman of the Commission, said: 


“This is a great and solemn moment. 
We are deeply moved by the importance 
of the occasion. For the first time in 
known history women appointed by gov- 
ernments meet to propose world law to 
improve the position of women. The gov- 
eroy’onts of the western hemisphere, pur- 

.¢ to the resolution of the Sixth Pan- 
american Conference, have created the 
Inter-American Commission of Women 
and have named their representatives on 
this Commission. These representatives 
have come to Havana for this purpose. 


“Our deliberations here on this beauti- 
ful island of the Caribbean Sea may result 
in action which will affect the position of 
women throughout the whole world. Our 
hearts are quickened by the tasks before 
us. We hope that action taken here may 
cause women everywhere to hold their 
heads higher and may raise in dignity 
one-half of the human race, My colleagues 
and I enter upon our labors with pro- 
found conviction of the necessity to estab- 
lish equality between men and women in 
all departments of human affairs. We 
enter upon a glorious task with a program 
of action. 


“One deed done is worth an avalanche 
of words. We are but few in numbers, 
but many great events in history have 
been witnessed but by a few people. This, 
we believe, is such an occasion. Here in 
the halls of this great university, dedi- 
cated to the pursuit of knowledge which 
shall make men and women free, we open 
our conference and invite the public to 
hear and aid us through the entire 
sessions. 

“Let us here in the halls of this univer- 
sity rededicate ourselves, one and all to 
unceasing labors until men and women 
shall stand together, shall work together, 
shall together direct the affairs of the 
peoples of the world, as peers, as equals, 
_as human beings giving all that is in us 
to bring greater happiness to men and 
women throughout the whole world. 

“The first conference of the Inter-Ameri- 
can Commission of Women now opens its 
first public session. The chair will be 


[a first conference of the Inter- 


taken by Dra. Elena Mederos de Gonzales, 
appointed by the Government of Cuba to 
represent her country on the Inter-Ameri- 
can Commission of Women.” 


RA. GONZALES then took the chair. 
“As the representative of Cuba in 
the Inter-American Commission of Wom- 
en,” she said, “as a woman and as a Cuban 
citizen, I wish to offer a most hearty wel- 
come to the Commissioners and visiting 
delegates who have come to co-operate in 
the intense work which the committee 
plans to perform during this conference 
so far-reaching in its purpose, so unique 
in its nature, so glorious in its history. 
It is always hard to express our inner- 
most feelings, specially if the occasion 
moves us, I am not therefore even going 
to try to say all I feel, I am going to trust 
that all present will realize the full mean- 
ing of the word “welcome” when it is said 
with strong emotion. 

“It was a happy idea of our university 
to ask the Department of State to invite 
the Inter-American Commission of Wom- 
en to take part in the celebration of its 
two hundredth anniversary and to hold 
the sessions of its first conference within 
the university walls. 

“To this initiative Cuba owes the honor 
of having been the first country in the 
world which invites and receives a com- 
mission of women as official commission- 
ers of their governments so that they may 
consult and take action upon matters that 
will affect women’s position in interna- 
tional law the world over. It was a happy 
idea because no city in the world could 
be more suitable than Havana for the 
meeting of the Inter-American Commis- 
sion of Women, for it was in Havana that 
this Commission saw its birth by resolu- 
tion of the Sixth Pan-American Confer- 
ence which created it. 

“T remember and many of those here 
present will also remember those days of 
hard work, constant action and tireless 
activity in which North-American women, 
Cuban women, and as many other Latin- 
American women as were on hand dedi- 
cated all their energies to the end that the 
Sixth Pan-American Conference should 
accept an Equal Rights treaty, that there 


be no more laws for men and laws for — 


women, but human laws for human beings. 

“We were not successful. The resolu- 
tion was not passed. But we were heard. 
We were permitted to expose our points 
of view in the plenary session of Feb- 
ruary 7, of 1929, in the Aula Magna of 
the university. That was a milestone in 
the history of feminism and a seed sown 
in the progress of Cuban women, contrib- 
uting perhaps more than any other sole 
event to their realizing all they lacked. 
‘Many of us hearing the fervent words 
spoken by women of different countries 
from the tribune of the Aula Magna, 
words that carried conviction because 
they were based on reason, words that in- 
spired faith in a future that could only 


be reached by joint action, responded to 
the call of duty and could no longer stand 
by indifferent to the Feminist cause. 
“Many of us awoke, and to that awaken- 
ing was due the formation of the Commit- 
tee of Civic action, which later united 
with a group of ardent Feminists who had 
been working for several years back and 
who wished to unite the several groups 
which were interested in feminism in one 
association of broad outlook. It was 
named Alianea Nacional Feminista and 
is today the most important Feminist as- 


“sociation in Cuba having obtained in less 


than two years’ general recognition, most- 
ly due to the character of its work to im- 
prove women’s status. 

“The delegates of the Sixth Pan-Ameri- 
can Conference also realized that women 
were right in their petitions. It could not 
be otherwise. Dr. Ferrara recognized it, 
so in a speech in which commenting on 
the activities of the women in that his- 
torical moment, he said, ‘In the tropics 
we are accustomed to wind, storms, hurri- 
canes, cyclones, but we had never seen 
anything so dynamic as the Feminist cam-- 
paign of these days. It was something 
irrepressible, the discouraging words of 
some of the Internationalists had no effect 
on them, when they said, ‘We will see to 
that later on,’ ‘Women are quite satisfied 
as they are,’ ‘North-American women have 
no business bothering Latin-American 
women, they are different, they cannot 
understand their problem,’ they kept right 
on working, they were irrepressible.” 
Finally, this opposition was overcome and 
on the 18th of February of 1928 a resolu- 
tion was passed creating this commission. 
We women had asked for an equality 
treaty covering all points and got a com- 
mission to study our status. We didn’t 
need to study it, we know it. That was 
why we had asked for the treaty, but we 
accepted gracefully what was given us 
because it offered us an opportunity of 
having women act officially to change 
their legal standing. 

“We knew the work was hard but as 
Feminists we didn’t shun the responsi- 
bilities involved. | 

“We were thrilled with having the 
twenty-one republics of America repre- 
sented in a Commission of Women. 

{ 
N this first conference we feel the 
deep significance of this coming to- 
gether of women representing the Ameri- 
cas to report work done, to make plans 
for the future, to act on a treaty which 
will be presented to the world Codifica- 
tion Conference at The Hague next month. 

“And how contradictory is the situation 
of the commissioner who, like myself, 
belongs to nations where women are not 
enfranchised. Our government empowers 
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us to form part of this Inter-American 
Commission of Women which studies laws 
of international scope and doesn’t give us 
the right to participate in the national life 
of our own country, and how differently 


placed are the commissioners of the repub- 


lics where women’s political capacity has 
been recognized. How much more power 
and authority back their words, how much 
surer is their position, how much more 
reasonable. 

“Ts it not time that we women so placed 
protested more vigorously against the 
non-recognition of our political rights, 
that we act with energy, determined to 
put both ourselves and our country on 
the standing which our civilization de- 
mands? We have laid stress on the im- 
portance of women’s suffrage because of 
its reflex on all of women’s legal status, 
which so keenly interests this commission. 
Today is the inauguration of its first con- 
ference. 

“The nationality question as it relates 
to women will be considered from all 
angles. The Commission has already 
achieved a wonderful piece of research 
work that I cannot praise more highly 
than by giving you the opinion which 
the eminent internationalist, Dr. James 
Brown Scott, has expressed. He said, ‘It 
is the deepest and most comprehensive 
study which has been made on woman’s 
nationality and this monumental work 
will be studied wherever international 
law is studied.’ 

“Cuba may be so fortunate as to see 
another great treaty launched in the in- 
terests of human liberty, adopted here by 
the Inter-American Commission of Wom- 
en. Our eyes will turn from here to The 
Hague, we shall send our demands there 
for action by the World Codification Con- 
ference. You are assisting thus to the 
development of a new era in international 
law, an era in which women will write 
new world laws, in which the principles 
of equality shall rule. 

“T am deeply sensitive of the great 
honor which my government has done me 
in naming me Cuba’s Commissioner, but 
still more deeply sensitive to the grave 
and solemn responsibilities in which I join 
my colleagues of the Commission. 

“T pledge myself to do my utmost to 
make our joint aspirations come true to 
work intensely for their fulfillment. This 
pledge and a most cordial welcome to 
Cuba is all that I can offer you.” 


RA. GONZALES then introduced Dr. 

Fernando Sanchez Fuentes, repre- 

sentative of the Cuban Government, who 
said: 

“Madame President and Ladies—lI have 
the very great honor to represent His Ex- 
cellency, the Secretary of State, and at 
his special instance and request to extend 
to the Inter-American Commission of 
Women the most cordial of welcomes to 


the hospitable shores of Cuba, not only 
in his name but in the name and on behalf 
of the government of the republic. 


“The Government greatly appreciates the 
noble claims and purposes of your Com- 
mission which are none other than to 
establish the proper relations between 
the two groups of human beings which, 
taken together, make up our common hu- 
manity. Your aspirations to establish 
these relations upon the principles of law 
and justice, your earnest activities in be- 
half of universal peace assure for your 
Commission and all its branches our most 
sincere congratulations because, as it is 
said and with reason, the last great inter- 
national treaty which ended the World 
War did not achieve peace without social 
justice. 


“Therefore, it is that we welcome you as 
pilgrims, possessed of the beautiful ideal 
which is contained in the resolution of 
February 18, 1928, of the Sixth Pan- 
American Conference, giving to it tangible 
shape and form in this Capitol City of 
Havana, which holds in the highest esteem 
both the woman and her labor, and has the 
greatest respect for her virtues and the 
profoundest admiration for her spiritual 
grace and her natural beauty.” 


Following Dr. Fuentes, Dra. Rosa Trina 
Lagomasino, representing the University 
of Havana, spoke: 

“Appointed by the authorities of this 
university,’ she said, “to greet you as 
invited guests to the celebrations of the 
bicentennial of the foundation of the uni- 
versity, I have accepted this unmerited 
honor owing to my condition of being a 
woman, which lends to my message a very 
ample meaning..... I salute you on 
behalf of our rector and professors of this 
university, to whom the many events of 
these days have prevented from showing 
you all the attentions that they would 
have desired, and I also greet you in the 
name of the University Women of Cuba. 

“In this same building, when two years 
ago the Sixth Pan-American Conference 
was held, the Cuban women collaborated 
with a group of women of divers countries 
of America, on behalf of the political and 
civic rights of their sex, and together they 
succeeded in being heard by the distin- 
guished members of the conference, during 
the memorable session held in the ‘Aula 
Magna’ of our university. The practical 
result of this act was the foundation of 
the Inter-American Commission of Wom- 
en, which you compose; in the Havana 
University the idea was conceived and it 
is very pleasing for us to have you hold 
your sessions here, on meeting for the 
first time in history with official char- 
acter, to labor for the rights of American 
women. | 

“In the Cuban woman you will find a 
conscious collaborator, if you defend just 
causes. She adds the enthusiasm belong- 
ing to her young country to the experience 
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of a quite recent past of heroic struggles. 
This university, twice secular, opens its 
classrooms every year to an increasing 
number of girls, each day more numerous; 
and have no doubt, in the hands of the 
trained woman, of the woman intellec- 
tually prepared, and above all, morally fit, 
rests the future of humanity. 

“My hope is that your labor may be 
fruitful and that your sojourn in Cuba 
may be pleasant under the comforting 
shade of our alma mater.” 3 


HE keynote speech of the conference 

was made on February 18 by Laura M. 
Berrien when she presented the report 
of the Nationality Committee of the Inter- 
American Commission of Women. 

Miss Berrien is a successful lawyer, an 
expert on United States Government taxa- 
tion, member of the Nationality Commit- 
tee of the Inter-American Commission of 
Women, chairman of the Committee on 
International Relations of the United 
States National Association of Women 
Lawyers, and holds many other offices of 
national and international importance. 

Her speech is published in full else. 
where in this issue. 

The problem of the nationality of 
women was the principal question con- 
sidered at the various business sessions 
of the Conference. A report on this mat- 
ter was made at a great mass-meeting in 
the Aula Magna of the university on Fri- 
day, February 21, at 9 P. M., when the 
commissioners from Brazil, Chile, Cuba, 
Dominican Republic and Panama were 
the speakers. 

Resolutions on nationality were also 
adopted at the close of the conference for 
presentation to the Conference on Codifi- 
cation of International Law which will 
convene at The Hague on March 13. As 
we go to press details of the resolutions 
have not yet reached us. 

In addition to the numerous business 
sessions held during the days of the con- 
furence, February 17 to 24, were many 
social functions, including a tea at the 
Country Club given by the President of 
the Cuban Senate, a reception given by 
the United States Ambassador to Cuba, 
a luncheon at the Havana Yacht Club, 
under the auspices of the Alianza Nacion- 
al Feminista, and a banquet arranged by 
the Mayor of Havana. 

The commissioners were the official 
guests of the Mayor during their stay in 
Havana. 


MONG the brilliant personalities at 
the conference were the following: 
Clara Gonzales, LL.B., representative 
from Panama on the Inter-American Com- 
mission of Women, who has specialized 
in education and law, and is now study- 
ing at Columbia University. She will 
take her degree of master of law next 
year at George Washington University. 
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She is the first woman lawyer in Panama, 
the first president of the National Fem- 
inist Party of Panama, organizer of the 
first Panama school for adult women, 
three years ago, since taken over by the 
Government. Miss Gonzales is 27 years 
old. 

Sra. Flora de Oliveira Lima, appointed 
by the Government of Brazil as the Bra- 
zilian Commissioner on the Inter-Ameri- 
can Commission of Women. 

Sra. Lima is a woman of unusual cul- 
ture and intellectual achievements. She 
is a gifted linguist and speaks five lan- 
guages, namely, Portuguese, Spanish, 
English, French and German. At present 
she is assistant librarian of the Catholic 
University, Washington, D. C., specially 
commissioned to take charge of the Ibero 
American Library which her husband, the 
great Brazilian diplomat, statesman and 
historian, Manuel Oliveira Lima, Minister 
to Japan, E.E. to Venezuela and Belgium, 
bequeathed to it. This library is one of 


the finest collections of the world, con- 
sisting of 60,000 volumes. 

Sra. and Sr. Oliveira Lima worked 
closely together in all enterprises. Both 
were always deeply interested in the suc- 
cess of the woman’s movement. 

Aida Parada, representative from Chile, 
who was born in Linares, Chile, in 1904. 
She graduated from the Normal School 
of Talea and was a teacher for three 
years. She founded a school for adults 
in her native town, and was sent abroad 
with a group of twenty-four outstanding 
teachers to study the educational systems 
of the United States and Europe. Last 
year she received the degree of bachelor 
of sciences in Teachers’ College, Columbia 
University, and soon she will become mas- 
ter of arts in the same university. 

Adele Scott, wife of Dr. James Brown 
Scott, representative of the United States 
Goverment to the bicentenary of the Uni- 
versity of Havana. 

Mrs. Scott is an authority on prints and 
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MRS. BRADBURY, who will 
speak to you later, and I have 


come to Havana on behalf of the 
chairman and other members of the Com- 
mittee on Nationality to bring you the 
report just completed under the direc- 
tion of Dr, Alice Paul, chairman, whose 
scholarly attainments and splendid 
achievements are well known to you. For 
the plan of the report, you are indebted 
to her and to the chairman of the Inter- 
American Commission of Women. Dr. 
Paul has given her time and brilliant 
intellectuality to the preparation and 
direction of this work for the past two 
years. It is a unique and comprehensive 
piece of work. Nowhere else in the 
world will be found the information here 
gathered together, analyzed and tabu- 
lated, relating to the nationality laws of 
84 countries of the world. Other mem- 
bers of the committee who have given 
unstintingly of their time and enthusiasm 
are Elizabeth Selden Rogers of New York, 
a gifted linquist and one of the outstand- 
ing women in the Feminist movement of 
the United States; Dr. Emma Wold, inter- 
national lawyer of the United States; 
Muna Lee, linguist, poet and Feminist, 
whom you know as one of the women who 
two years ago came to Havana with Mrs. 
Smith, Doris Stevens, and others to put 
the question of the status of women be- 
fore the Sixth Pan-American Conference ; 
and Mrs. Maud Bradbury, well known 
Feminist of the United States and life 
member of the National Woman’s Party. 
The work of all members of the com- 
mittee has been voluntary. The clerical 
expenses have been largely financed by 
the Woman’s Research Foundation which, 
up to and including February 11, 1930, 
had spent $2,649.68. Of this amount 


Report of the Nationality Committee of 

the Inter-American Commission of 

Women Presented by Laura M. Berrien, 

Member, to the First Conference of the 

Commission Held in Havana, Cuba, 
February 18, 1930 


$1,907.79 was for typing; $231.06 for 


the proof reading of foreign languages; 
$476.55 supplies; $83.00 for photostats; 
and $51.28 for translating. The full re- 
port is here for your inspection and con- 
sideration. 

The committee has collected the na- 
tionality laws of 84 countries as they 
relate to the position of women. No 
attempt has been made to quote the law 
in full, but out of a vast amount of mate- 
rial consisting of constitutions, codes, 
nationality laws, court decisions, consular 
instructions, and opinions of govern- 
mental officials and jurists there have 
been selected those which bear in some 
way upon the status of women, For 
places having no written law, a summary 
of the customary law has been included 
when it could be secured. The texts of the 
laws have been carefully selected from 
authoritative sources and the translations 
of the laws have been furnished in most 
cases by the Washington embassies and 
legations. 

The committee in synposes has endeav- 
ored to give in understandable form the 
principal facts relating to nationality 
and the status of women in all countries 
of the world. These synopses based upon 
the constitutional provisions, laws, de- 
crees, decisions, consular instructions of 
the foreign countries upon writing of legal 
commentators in the countries in ques- 
tion, and upon information supplied by 
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collected the legal prints for the law 
school of the University of Pennsylvania. 
She is also the author of the study on 
Patrick Henry, which appears in the 
Great Lawyers’ Series, edited by William 
Draper Lewis, eight volumes. | 

Her social interests in the Capitol are 
varied. She is a member of the Con- 
gressional Club, the Washington Club, 
and the National Woman’s Country Club. 

Juanita Molina de Fromen, commis- 
sioner from Nicaragua; Maria de Mont- 
alvo of Havana, press chairman; Dorothy 
Trautewein, Mary Dean Powell, noted 
geologist and explorer, and Mrs. Wymond 
Bradbury of the United States; Sra. 
Maria Mereghi de Rey of Peru, Sra, Alicia 
de Herrera of Colombia, and Fanny 
Bunand Sevastos, were among the many 
other distinguished members of the con- 
ference. 

Representatives from all the govern- 
ments of the Western Hemisphere were 
present. 


Conterence 


the government officials and jurists in 
the countries concerned, are not quota- 
tions from the laws, but are condensed 
summaries upon each point under con- 
sideration. The citation under each state- 
ment in the synopsis gives the part of 
the law upon which the particular state- 
ment is based, or from which it is de- 
ducted, or gives the governmental or other 
authority for the statement. 

These synopses have in each case been 
submitted for verification to the foreign 
office of the governments concerned, or 
to the Washington representative of that 
government, or to a well-known jurist in 
the country. 

Upon many of the points covered by 
these inquiries, the law is silent alto- 
gether, or so vague as to be susceptible 
to many different interpretations. In 
cases of this kind where there is a con- 
flict of opinion among the jurists in the 
country as to the proper interpretations of 
their own law, a statement by the foreign 
office or by some other government official 
as to the actual practice by the govern- 
ment concerned has been given and no 
attempt has been made to quote the dif- 
ferent opinions held by various jurists or 
to reconcile their various views. _ 

The tables which are found in Part II 
of the report represent in graphical 
form the glaring discriminations against 
women in the nationality laws of nearly 
all the countries of the world. We have 
found that only five countries, Argentina, 
Chile, Paraguay, Soviet Union, and Uru- 
guay deal equally with men and women 
at all points in respect to nationality. 
Everywhere else men have nationality 
rights superior to those of women. 

Especially marked is the distinction be- 
tween men and women in respect of mar- 
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riage upon their nationality. In 81 coun- 
tries a man’s marriage has no effect what- 
ever upon his nationality, and in the other 
three serves to change it only under ex- 
ceptional circumstances. On the con- 
trary, in all the world there are only 
nine countries in which marriage never 
changes a woman’s nationality without 
her consent. These are in addition to the 
five equal countries named above, Brazil, 
Guatamala, Colombia, and Panama. 

As indicating the trend of the time and 
also showing that where there is a will 
there is also a way to deal equally with 
men and women in legislation on nation- 
ality, it is shown that 13 countries, all 
republics, and 11 of which are in the 
Western Hemisphere, have enacted laws 
under which mothers have Equal Rights 
with fathers to transmit their nationality 
to their children at birth. In the law and 
practice of Argentina, Chile, Colombia, 
Ecuador, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, 
Peru, Santo Domingo, Soviet Union, Uru- 
guay, and Venezuela, the nationality of 
children does not depend upon the na- 
tionality of one parent to the exclusion 
of the other. 

On three other points, the effect of mar- 
riage on nationality, the change of na- 
tionality by husband or wife after mar- 
riage, and the effect of such change in 
the nationality of children, it is shown 
that seven countries make no distinction 
based on sex. 

In Colombia and Panama, as well as in 
the five countries the nationality laws of 
which are equal throughout, as between 


men and women, marriage has no effect 


upon the nationality of either husband or 
wife. Brazil and Guatemala are the other 
two countries which deal equally with 
them in the matter of a change of nation- 
ality after marriage and also as to the 
effect of a change of nationality by par- 
ents on the nationality of their children. 

In the appendix are set forth the draft 
conventions on nationality proposed for 
consideration at The Hague by the Inter- 
national Alliance of Women for Suffrage 
and Equal Citizenship; the League of 
National Committee of Experts for Pro- 
gressive Codification of International 
Law, the Association of International 


Law of Japan, the Harvard Research Com- 
mittee in International Law. 

The League Assembly in its resolution 
of September 27, 1924, recommended that 
the spirit of codification “should not con- 
fine itself to the mere registration of exist- 
ing rules but should aim at adapting 
them as far as possible to contemporary 
conditions of international life.” 

The draft proposed by the International 
Alliance of Women for Suffrage and 
Equal Citizenship would provide for the 
retention of citizenship originally ac- 
quired by a women under any and all cir- 
cumstances, but it does not carry pro- 
visions for the entire equality of women 
in matters relating to nationality, for the 
reason that no provision is made for the 
Equal Right of a woman to transmit her 
nationality to her child. The fact is that 
all the legal bodies which have met recom- 
mend, as is stated by the Nationality 
Committee of the International Federa- 
tion of University Women, to make pro- 
posals to prevent statelessness on the one 
hand or double nationality on the other, 
and to pay little or no attention to giving 
choice to the women. They would seem 
sometimes to overlook the fact that to 
prevent a woman being stateless by im- 
posing on her a nationality for which she 
has not asked, or to prevent her being 
of double nationality by taking from her 
a nationality she may wish to retain 
is no substitute for the right to decide 
jor herself what her nationality should 
be.” 

A woman no less than a man is a human 
being. A woman should have the same 
rights since she has the same loyalties. 
Her status should be that of an adult. 
So much from the point of view of the 
woman involved. From the point of view 
of the Government a forced allegiance can 
be of no importance to it since it can 
carry no real allegiance. 

A cry for unity of the family has been 
heard, but it has not been suggested that 
the husband should take the wife’s nation- 
ality, even though he resides in her coun- 
try, his children are born there, and the 
entire family spend their lives there. This 
argument is really that the woman should 
be a subordinate partner in the marriage. 


Equal Rights 


At The Hague on March 13 of this year 
will begin the conference on the codifi- 
cation of international law. Nationality 
is the only subject to be considered which 
involves the legal status of women. This 
is well. Nationality involves the rela- 
tion one bears to one’s government. Vir- 
gil said: “It is sweet and noble to die 
for one’s country.” The firmness and 
faithfulness which a government shows in 
protecting its nationals is perhaps the 
first test applied in judging the upright- 
ness of a nation, and yet the nationality of 
women has been taken from them without 
their consent as though the loyalty and 
allegiance of the daughters of a nation 
were not as sacred as that of her sons. 
The committee has drafted a resolution 
for your consideration. It provides: “The 
contracting parties agree that from the 
going into effect of this treaty there shall 
be no distinction based on sex in their 
law and practice relating to nationality.” 

Let them at The Hague make provisions 
as they see fit to guard against stateless- 
ness or double nationality, but let us see 
to it that there shall not be written into 
the new world-law about to be born the 
old discriminations against women which 
have existed in the past. Let us insist 
that a woman change her nationality only 
on the same terms as a man does, that is 
by voluntary act. Let us see to it that 
she equally with man is given the right 
to transmit nationality to her children. 

This involves no new untried theory. 
As stated above, full equality is in effect 
in five countries and in many others there 
are some points on which there is equality. 
The principle of equality has been en- 
dorsed by the International Federation 
of University Women, by the National 
Association of Women Lawyers of the 
United States, and by the governing board 
of American Institute of International 
Law, which is composed of the most dis- 
tinguished jurists of America. 

Again I recite to you the proposed con- 
vention: “The contracting parties agree 
that from the going into effect of this 
treaty there shall be no distinction based 
on sex in their law and practice relating 
to nationality.” 

This I leave with you. 


Dr. Beardsley Addresses Business and Professional Council 


HE Business and Professional Coun- 
[a of the Maryland Branch of the 

National Woman’s Party held its 
monthly dinner meeting on Friday, Feb- 
ruary 21, at the usual place, the Mary- 
land Theosophical Lodge Rooms, 523 
North Charles Street, Baltimore. All the 
meetings of this, the youngest child of 
the Maryland Branch, are interesting and 
helpful, but this one seemed to take an 
extra stride forward. The lodge rooms 
are so bright and cheerful and a most de- 


By Florence Elizabeth Kennard, 
Executive Secretary of the Maryland 
Branch of the National Woman's Party 


lightful dinner for a very modest sum 
is served at gay and attractive tables, 
this all adding greatly to the pleasure of 
the evening. So restful is the place and 
so enjoyable the evening that some of the 
members are asking for supper meetings 
oftener than once a month. 

Helen Elizabeth Brown, president of 


the council, announced the confirmation 
of the appointment of Annabel Matthews 
on the United States Board of Tax Ap- 
peals and suggested that a letter be sent 
President Hoover commending his action 
in appointing a woman to this post. This 
action was unanimously approved and the 
secretary instructed to forward such a 
letter. 

A night letter was also sent by the 
Council to President Hoover urging that 
Emma Wold and Doris Stevens be ap- 
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pointed as plenipotentiaries to represent 
the United States at The Hague Confer- 
ence so soon to convene on March 13, 1930. 

The speaker for the evening was Dr. 
Grace Hadley Beardsley of Goucher Col- 
lege. Dr. Beardsley is a New Yorker by 
birth but a Baltimorean by adoption. She 
is a graduate of Vassar College and al- 
though quite a young woman, has had a 
varied experience. As a young girl during 
the war period she was in the business 
world belonging to the staff in the bank- 
ing offices of the New York Guaranty and 
Trust Company of New York City. For 
some years she has been teaching history 
and Latin at Goucher College and for the 
past two years was president of the Busi- 
ness and Professional Women’s Club of 
Baltimore and is now the head of the 
Maryland Federation of the same group. 
Dr. Wilfred A. Beardsley, her husband, 
is also on the faculty of Goucher. 

Dr. Beardsley’s theme was “Discrimi- 
nations Against Women In Business.” 

She said in part: 

“The observations made here are from 
three personal points of view—the status 
of women in the banking world during the 
World War; the status of women in the 
teaching profession and allied adminis- 
trative positions; and the tightening of 
the business world against women as indi- 
cated by instances of discrimination based 
on sex which have been told in confidence 
to the president of the Business and Pro- 


For Married Women Teachers 

N a letter to The Times (London) in 

November, 1929, the London Teachers’ 
Association advocates the retention of 
married women teachers on the staffs of 
schools for the following two reasons: 

(1) Education is a preparation for life, 
i. e., the normal life of the nation; the 
normal life of the nation cannot exclude 
marriage, yet local education authorities 
have decreed that the future mothers of 
the nation must not be taught by teachers 
who are themselves mothers, i. e., are 
themselves living the normal life of the 
nation, and qualified by first-hand knowl- 
edge and experience. 

(2) The presence of married women 
teachers on the staffs of schools commands 
the confidence of the parents. 

The Association also quoted a resolu- 
tion which it had passed at its last annual 
conference in February, 1929, as follows: 

“That, in the opinion of this conference, 
the gradual elimination of married women 
teachers from the service of London and 
other education authorities is greatly to be 
deplored, and constitutes a loss to edu- 
cation; in the opinion of Conference this 
is a national matter affecting the welfare 
of education, and should be dealt with by 
the Board of Education; Conference, 


fessional Women’s Club of Baltimore 
during the last two years. 

“Even during the war, when women 
had access to types of position not now 
readily open to them, it was clear that 
women were not treated as were men. 
The obsolete arguments that they dis- 
played ‘temperament,’ that they wasted 
time, that they were suited only to work 
involving detail rather than _ responsi- 
bility, were used against them. Women 
in positions where they had men work- 
ing under them could not deal with these 
men in a straight, forward way, but had 
to resort to subterfuge and cajolery in 
order not to offend them. 


“In the teaching world conditions for 
women have traditionally been better. At 
the present time there is a definite in- 
crease in the number of women who are 
holding administrative positions in the 
schools and colleges, and in women doing 
important pieces of research. 

“In the business world at the present 
time many women hold interesting posi- 
tions. In general, however, there is a 
strong tendency to limit advancement and 
salary in favor of the men. This is prob- 
ably because men are becoming more con- 
scious of the competition than ever before. 
This may be due in part to unemploy- 
ment, or to a new realization on the part 
of men that women are effective in busi- 
ness and that their competition is there- 


Feminist Notes 


therefore, is of opinion, that the Educa- 
tion Acts of 1918-21 should be amended 
so as to confer upon the Board of Educa- 
tion the obligation to veto any attempt to 
dismiss, or refuse to appoint, members of 
the teaching service solely because they 
are married or become married, and that 
the Board should have statutory power 
to make regulations to prevent any clause 
to the effect that marriage ends the con- 
tract being inserted in teachers’ agree- 
ments or in resolutions or minutes of local 
education authorities under which teach- 
ers are engaged for service.” 


Separate Identity Upheld 


HDCLARING the ancient rule of law 

in courts in the United States and 
England forbidding women to testify in 
defense of their husbands “senseless and 
barbarous,” Judge H. B. Anderson of 
Memphis, Tennessee, overruled the objec- 
tion of the prosecutor in his Federal court 
and allowed a wife to defend her husband. 
The husband had been charged with the 
sale of narcotics. 


Judge Anderson further stated that 
wives might always testify for their hus- 
bands in his court. The rule which has 
prohibited them from doing so for decades 
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fore serious. Mergers of many businesses 
have decreased the number of executive 
positions and men lose out as well as 
women. 

“All positions should be held on the 
basis of ability alone, and there should be 
no unjust discrimination because of age, 
sex; single or married state.” 

Dr. Beardsley also brought the hearten- 
ing news to the council that at the annual 
meeting of the Business and Professional 
Women’s Club of Baltimore held at the 
Hotel Emerson on Monday, February 17, 
the following resolution on the proposed 
Equal Rights Treaty was introduced by 
the out-going president (Dr. Beardsley, 
now a member of the Maryland Branch) 
and was endorsed by the club. 


“Be it Resolved, That the contracting 
parties agree that from the going into 
effect of this treaty there shall be no dis- 
tinction based on sex in their law or 
practice relating to nationality. 

“Be it further Resolved, That this or- 
ganization call upon President Hoover to 
see that the United States plenipoten- 
tiaries to the Conference for the Codifi- 
cation of International Law to be held 
at The Hague in March, 1930, support 
this proposed treaty, and do everything 
possible to secure its adoption. 

“Be it further Resolved, That a copy of 
this resolution be sent to the President 
of the United States.” 


has been abolished in many State courts, 
but still holds good in a number of Fed- 
eral courts. 


Tests Plane 
OMEN have invaded another phase 
of aviation and there is another fem- 
inine “first” for the air records. 

Mrs. Keith Miller, well-known aviatrix, 
recently took an airplane aloft for its 
first test flight, the first time in the his- 
tory of American aviation that this dan- 
gerous task has been accomplished by a 


‘woman. 


The plane was the first to be completed 
by the Victor Aircraft Company, and the 
company intended Mrs. Miller to test the 


motor only by taxing the plane about the 
field. However, Mrs. Miller decided that, 


since the motor was running so nicely, she 
would take the plane up, and so without 
Saying anything about her plans, up she 
went, 

She stayed up successfully and came 
down safely, and tested the plane quite 
thoroughly. 


Bank Director 
HARLOTTE MOORE of Bridgeport 
is the first Connecticut woman to be 
made a bank director. 


Saves Miners 

S UMMONED to Cadzow Mine in Lan- 
arkshire, England, recently, when five 

men were gassed, three of them fatally, 

Dr. Norab Steel considered it “only her 


duty” to descend the shaft without even . 


changing her clothes and render first aid 
to the men immediately. 

Dr. Steel had in the past saved several 
miners under similar circumstances, 

The miners praised her highly for her 
skill and courage while working at the 
pit bottom, and at their next business 
meeting passed a special vote of “thanks” 
for her. 


College President 
R. KATHBDRINE BLUNT, formerly 
chairman of the Department of Home 
Economics at the University of Chicago, 
is the first woman president of the Con- 
necticut College for Women at New Lon- 
don, Connecticut. 


Every Little Bit! 
NOTHER open door for women !— 
that of the dining rooms of the 
Union League Club, one of New York’s 
oldest and most conservative institutions. 
For the last half century of the club’s 
existence women have been admitted dur- 
ing art exhibitions, but have never been 
allowed to eat within the club’s portals. 
Now, after the club moves to its new build- 
ing in 1931, all will be changed and 
women may dine with the men. 


Women Railway Workers 
N spite of the great number of persons 
employed by the Swiss railroad service, 
34,000, very few of them are women, about 
1,070 being employed. 

Fifty-nine women are in charge of small 
wayside stations; fifty are in the admin- 
istrative service which requires consider- 
able physical strength, and about 760 are 
barrier keepers. 


The position of barrier keeper is a very 
responsible one, particularly during the 
busy or “high” season when there is such 
heavy traffic over level crossings. It calls 
for energy, exactness, sharp eyes, and a 
sense of duty. 

The only office of the service in which 
there is a large number of women is in the 
statistical recording department where 
women are in the majority. 


Chile’s First Woman Flier 
RACIELA COOPER is the first 
Chilean woman to become a licensed 
air pilot. She received her license recent- 
ly with six other civilians, but she was 
the only woman. 


Drainage Contract 

ULIA GALLO, a 21-year-old American, 
J has secured a drainage contract near 
New York, according to the Daily Chron- 
icle. 


News from the Field 


International Activity on Nationality 


S endorsements of the nationality 

treaty continue to be made by or- 

ganizations throughout the coun- 
try, a delegation of the National Woman’s 
Party proceeds with plans to be present 
at The Hague during the International 
Conference on the Codification of Inter- 
national Law, which convenes there 
March 13. 

Ella Riegel of Pennsylvania will sail 
from New York on March 1 on the New 
Amsterdam. Florence Bayard Hilles of 
Delaware, who has been speaking on na- 
tionality throughout the Middle West, will 
sail about March 7. Margaret Whitte- 
more of California, chairman of the 
Woman’s Party Committee on Interna- 
tional Action, and Mary Caroline Taylor 
of Illinois, both of whom are now in Eu- 
rope, will also go to The Hague for the 
conference. 

From Havana comes unofficial news 
that the Inter-American Commission of 
Women has endorsed the equal nationality 
treaty which its committee on nationality 
proposed. Laura Berrien of Georgia made 
a report on the nationality question on 
February 18. 

During the week ending February 22 
the following organizations endorsed the 
nationality treaty: 

California—Oakland Chapter, Ameri- 
can War Mothers; Woman’s Order of 
Esoteric Masonry. 

District of Columbia—Woman’s City 
Club; Sergeant Jasper Unit, American 
Legion Auxiliary; Robert E. Lee Chapter, 
United Daughters of the Confederacy; 
Wheels of Progress. 


Maryland—Business and Professional 
Women’s Club. 


Massachusetts—State Branch, National 
Woman’s Party. 


Michigan — State Branch, National 
Woman’s Party. 


New York—Zonta Club, Syracuse. 
New Jersey — Women’s Republican 
Club, Newark. 


Ohio—-State Branch, National Woman’s 
Party. 

South Dakota—Local Council, National 
Association of Women Lawyers, Fland- 
reau. 


Kansas—Wyandotte County Kansas 
Day Club. 

Montana — American Association of 
University Women, Missoula; Business 
and Professional Women’s Club, Mis- 
soula; Orchard Homes Women’s Club; 
Woman’s Club, Missoula. | 

Lizabeth Wiley, Mayor of Greybull, 
Wyoming, has wired President Hoover 
her endorsement of the nationality treaty. 

Mabel Vernon of Delaware, executive 
secretary of the National Woman’s Party, 
spoke on nationality at a drawing-room 
meeting at the home of Mrs. Dexter Otey, 
at Lynchburg, Virginia, on February 27. 

Word has come from England that the 
International Council of Women and the 
International Alliance of Women for Suf- 
frage and Equal Citizenship will hold a 
joint demonstration on the nationality of 
married women when the conference opens 
at The Hague on March 13. This joint 
demonstration is in support of the follow- 
ing resolution: 


“That a woman, whether married 
or unmarried, should have the same 
right as a man to retain or to change 
her nationality.” 


The resolution appropriating $50,000 
for the expenses of the United States dele- 


tion to the International Conference for 
the Codification of International Law tv 
be held at The Hague in March was passed 
by the House of Representatives on Feb- 
ruary 17. 


Hawaiian Jury Bill Passed 

HE House of Representatives on Feb- 

ruary 17 passed a bill to amend the 
Hawaiian Organic Act making women of 
Hawaii eligible for jury service. The 
measure provides that “all juries shall 
hereafter be constituted without reference 
to the race, sex, or place of nativity of the 
jurors.” <A person must be a citizen of 
the United States, 21 years of age, and 
able to speak, read, and write the English 
language to qualify as a juror in the 


Territory of Hawaii. 


When the bill was being discussed in 
the House, Representative William H. 
Stafford of Wisconsin suggested that the 
measure be amended so as to make jury 
service optional. Delegate Victor 8S. K. 
Houston of Hawaii told the Wisconsin 
Congressman that his bill as first drawn 
contained an optional clause, but that the 
women of Hawaii have asked for com- 
plete equality in jury service. 

To this Representative Stafford replied, 
“If this is the mandate of the women of 
Hawaii, why, I have no further inquiry.” 


Addresses Legislature 
URNITA SHELTON MATTHEWS 
of Mississippi spoke at a hearing on 
the Equal Rights bill before the Virginia 
Legislature on February 27. 
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